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Address to: 
Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

37 CFR 1.97(b) 

The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of the filing 
of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 37 CFR 1.53(d); within 
three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .491 in an international 
application; before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office 
Action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 



37 CFR 1.97(c) 

2. □ The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed after the period specified in 37 
CFR 1.97(b), provided that the Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a 
Final Action under 37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an Action that 
othenA/ise closes prosecution in the application, and is accompanied by one of: 

□ the statement specified in 37 CFR 1 .97(e); 

OR 

IS the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(p). 
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A check in the amount of is attached. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account No. 
as described below. 

□ Charge the amount of 

□ Credit any overpayment. 

SI Charge any additional fee required. 

Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be 
included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
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as first class mail in an envelope addressed to 
"Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450" [37 CFR 1.8(a)] on 
Mayl 
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^Serial No.: 10/531,827 
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In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, it is respectfully requested that 

^ this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the references listed on attached Form PTO-1449 

o 

I: be considered by the Examiner and made of record. 

o 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), this Information Disclosure Statement is not to be 
g construed as a representation that a search has been made or that no other possible material information 

CO 

las defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a) exists. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h) this Information 
^Disclosure Statement is not to be construed to be an admission that the information cited in the 
statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in § 1.56(b). 
The Examiner's attention is drawn particularly to the following: 

1. A copy of a German Office Action, and its English translation, is attached to cited 
preference DE 19845 820 Al. This reference was cited in a corresponding German Off ice Action for the 
gpriority document, German patent application 102 48 761. The German Office Examiner considered 
^column 1, paragraphs 2 and 3 as most relevant and an English translation of those paragraphs is also 
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attached. 
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2. Please note that an English Abstract is attached to each foreign patent reference cited in 
this Information Disclosure Statement for the convenience of the Examiner. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




Date: May lO , 2006 



Douglas ji^athen 
Reg. No. 41,369 
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